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LEAVE a LASTING  
LEGACY for BATS

Making a bequest to Bat Conservation International is a 

profound way to protect bats and the places you love. You can name 

BCI as a beneficiary of your will, trust, retirement plan, life insurance 

policy or financial accounts. Anyone can make a bequest, and no 

amount is too small. Nature and bats need you!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please call SHARON SPARLIN at 1-800-538-BATS (2287) or email us at  
LEGACY@BATCON.ORG.  
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For the past 17 years, I have 
been a bird guy. So when I 
made the decision to move 

into the world of bat conservation, 
I honestly didn’t know how people 
would react. But, as I announced 
to those closest to me that I had 
become the new Executive Director 
of Bat Conservation International 
(BCI), a remarkable thing happened. 
It was like the word “bats” was a 
secret code word, and it unlocked 
an overwhelmingly heartwarming 
response.

A member of my extended family 
told me the story of how she had just 
finished building a bat house with 
her husband as a gift for her father-
in-law. Colleagues and friends shared 
their favorite bat photos and videos 
(I recommend “bat eating banana” if 
you haven’t seen it on YouTube). My 
two daughters, seven and four years 
old, blossomed with fascination and 
awe, and blessed me with dozens of 
crayon drawings of bats and a now 

treasured beaded bracelet. Six beads 
had letters to spell out a message:  
“Bat dad.”

In my heart, I understood how 
they all felt. I had experienced 
my own sense of 
fascination and 
awe when I had 
the opportunity a 
few years ago to 
visit Bracken Cave. 
Words don’t easily 
capture the expe-
rience. When you 
are standing a few yards from more 
than 15 million bats spiraling out of 
a cave, the term “whirlwind of bats” 
is about as adequate as the words 
“scenic overlook” when you’re stand-
ing at the rim of the Grand Canyon. 
To me, all truly special places in 
nature have their own kind of magic. 
It’s a magic that gives you a renewed 
sense of the privilege of being alive. 
Bracken Cave has that special magic.

I am deeply proud to help carry 
on the work of Bat 
Conservation Interna-
tional, which protects 
Bracken Cave and 
other special places 
just like it around 
the globe. I want my 
daughters to live in 
a world where those 
places still exist. And 
this newly-minted Bat 
Dad needs your help 
to do it. Support BCI 
and we will get to work 
protecting our beauti-
ful world together.

Mike Daulton
BCI Executive Director

By MIKE DAULTON

From bird guy to bat dad

Photo: MerlinTuttle.org
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     FLIGHT SPEED
To read more about this new 
discovery, visit batcon.org/
speedybat. 

The Mexican free-
tailed bat (Tararida 
brasiliensis mexicana) 
is a subspecies of the 
Brazilian free-tailed 
bat and is found in the 
southwestern United 
States and Mexico.

A new study published in 
the Royal Society Open Sci-
ence reports that Brazilian 
free-tailed bats (Tadarida 
brasiliensis) may achieve 
speeds of up to 160 km/h 
(99.42 mph) in level flight. 
This ranks this species of 
bat faster than any previ-
ously documented bird or 
bat in level flight.

This may be due to the 
Brazilian free-tailed bat’s 
aerodynamic body shape 
and longer-than-average 
wingspan in comparison to 
other bat species. This spe-
cies of bat also appears to 

Speedy bat smashes record 
Brazilian free-tailed bats are faster than any bird in level flight

flap in a similar manner to 
ultrafast birds—punctuating 
moderate flight speeds 
with rapid bouts of fast 
flight. This is similar to the 
previous record holder, the 
common swift (Apus apus), 
which can reach speeds 
around 112km/h (69.7 mph). 

Gary McCracken of 
the University of Tennes-
see in Knoxville (and BCI 
trustee) and colleagues at 
the Max Planck Institute 
for Ornithology used an 
airplane tracking method 
to document moder-
ate flight speeds of the 

Brazilian free-tailed bats, 
and observed bouts of very 
rapid flight.

A small radio trans-
mitter was attached to 
the backs of the bats 
and was tracked using a 
mobile receiver on a small 
aircraft. The scientists also 
evaluated data from nearby 
weather stations to note 
wind conditions at the time 
of the studied flights.
While this is the latest 
surprise bats have given 
researchers, it is most 
likely not the last. The 
mystery of bats still 

has many chapters yet to 
unfold, and who knows 
what else is out there to 
discover about these elusive 
mammals! 

**Note: The Brazilian free-
tailed bat is also known as 
the Mexican free-tailed bat 
in Mexico and the southern 
United States. So our  
bats at Bracken Cave are 
speedy bats! 
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We are pleased to welcome Mike 
Daulton as BCI’s new Executive 
Director. Daulton is an award-winning 
conservationist with two decades of 
experience as an environmental leader 
in the nonprofit sector.  For the past 17 
years, Daulton served as a senior level 
policy director and organizational strat-
egist for the National Audubon Society, 
most recently serving as their Vice 
President of Policy and Strategy.

“The Board of Directors couldn’t 
be more thrilled to have Mike Daulton 
leading the BCI team,” said Cullen 
Geiselman, Chair of the BCI Board of 
Directors. “His extensive experience in 

conservation policy, coalition building and 
strategy will take BCI to new heights.”

“Collaboration with a wide range of part-
ners worldwide has been key to our success 
in achieving conservation for bats, so Mike’s 
proven track record in building partnerships 
is a real plus for us,” Geiselman continued. 

Daulton is recognized for his success 
in building complex coalitions with a wide 
variety of governmental, nonprofit, philan-
thropic and private sector leaders to drive 
conservation at scale. He played a key role 
in Audubon’s efforts to pass the RESTORE 
Act through Congress, which delivered $20 
billion for Gulf Coast restoration efforts, as 
well as Audubon’s success in providing new 

conservation protections across more than 60 million 
acres of the American West for the greater sage grouse.

“Bat Conservation International is a highly respected 
and effective organization, working with a wide range of 
partners in government and industry 
as well as the philanthropic  
and nonprofit sectors,”  
said Daulton. “I am truly 
honored and excited to 
work with the talented staff 
and board to help expand 
the conservation impact, 
public support and 
global reach of 
this outstanding 
organization.”

A batty 
tribute is 
unveiled 
The San Antonio Zoo has 

a new display to honor 
the recently crowned 

speedster of the skies. 
A five-foot-tall Mexican 

free-tailed bat sculpture was 
unveiled at the zoo Nov. 30. 
The piece was crafted by 
San Antonio artists Maureen 
“Momo” Brown and Charles 
“Pompa” Harrison. The display 
is a permanent installation 
to help educate visitors about 
the bats that live in nearby 
Bracken Cave. Local partners come together to spread the bat conservation message: Dante Fenolio, San Antonio Zoo; representative from the 

Greller Gallery; Mylea Bayless, BCI Senior Director US/Canada Conservation; Fran Hutchins, BCI Director of Bracken Cave; 
Chris Stewart, Chief of Staff for City Councilor Ron Nirenberg; Charles “Pompa” Harrison, local artist; Maureen “Momo” Brown, 
local artist; Andy Gluesenkamp, San Antonio Zoo; representative from Security Service Federal Credit Union.

In 2014, the Greller Gallery presented an art exhibition titled “Going Batty 
For Bracken” in support of protecting the cave from nearby development. 
Security Service Federal Credit Union purchased the artwork, including this 
five-foot-tall bat light sculpture, and donated it to the San Antonio Zoo.
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For its great work during Bat Week 2016, the Bat Squad! was recognized by U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.) and Canada’s Minister of Environment and Climate Change.

EM P OW ER ED YO U T H

Watch out world, 
the Bat Squad!  
is here!
Hundreds of classrooms, 

parents and young bat 
fans alike tuned in 

during Bat Week (Oct. 24–31) 
to watch the Bat Squad! kids 
share their messages on the 
benefits of bats, their habitats, 
the threats they face and how 
other kids can get involved in 
conservation.  

Each 15-minute epi-
sode was followed 

by a live Twitter 
Q&A session 
where the Bat 
Squad! kids 
answered questions from fans. From their 
favorite bat to how other kids could follow 

in their footsteps, no question was too big or 
too small. Educators were also invited to download 

free episode-specific activities geared toward Next Generation 
Science Standards to further engage young bat fans.  

But that was only the beginning. 
With funding from BCI and the U.S. Forest Service, the Bat 

Squad! webcasts have 
been translated into 
French and Spanish so 
they can be presented 
to an international 
audience. 

Soon these eight 
amazing kids will be 
able to share their 
batty experiences 
and inspire young bat 
conservationists all 
around the world!

You can watch the 
Bat Squad! webcasts 
and download the 
classroom resources 
at batcon.org/
BatSquad!.

Logan gives a bat presentation.
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Bat Squad! member 
Logan shows kids how to 
be a bat scientist.

Bat Squad! member Alexis Valentine

WISH LIST
Help support online 
learning
The Bat Squad! webcasts are just 
the beginning. BCI is investing 
in bringing bat education to 
students and teachers around 
the world via online education 
resources. Help us by donating 
towards our goal of $10,000 
to provide online lesson plans 
and interactive materials for 
students. Visit batcon.org/
onlinelearning.
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BINOMIAL 
Antrozous pallidus

FAMILY
Vespertilionidae

COLONY SIZE
20 or more individuals

WINGSPAN
15 inches (38.1 cm)

DIET
Omnivorous

STATUS
Least Concern

    REGIONS

bat stats
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Pallid  
bat

South-central 
British 
Columbia 
to central 
Mexico. It is 
also found in 
Cuba.
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The pallid bat is unique because it catches its food almost exclusively on the ground, not in flight.

The pallid bat (Antrozous 
pallidus) is an impressively 
tenacious bat, thanks in no 

small part to its penchant for wres-
tling and consuming scorpions. As 
the sole species of the genus Antro-
zous; the pallid bat can be found 
from south-central British Columbia 
to central Mexico and Cuba. 

With its large ears and pig-like 
nose, the pallid bat may look a 
bit goofy. But these adaptions are 
key to the bat’s ground gleaning 
hunting behavior. In conjunction 
with echolocation, the pallid bat 
will passively listen for the sounds 
made by their prey—large beetles, 
Jerusalem crickets and other large 
arthropods—scuttling along on the 
ground. Once the prey is detected, 
the bat will land and attack the prey 
on the ground. The resulting tussle 
may result in a few bites or stings to 
the bat, but the species appears to 
be immune to the venom of scor-
pion stingers. 

Bat Conservation International’s 
Senior Director of Conservation 
Science, Winifred Frick, Ph.D., has 
observed the pallid bat exhibiting 
another unusual behavior; it will 
drink cactus nectar when available. 
The converse—nectarivorous or 
frugivorous bats in the tropics con-
suming insects for their protein—is 
known to occur, but this unique 
opportunistic behavior of an insec-
tivorous bat supplementing its diet 
with nectar is only observed  
in one other bat species located in 
New Zealand. 

“Discovering that pallid bats love 
to drink cactus nectar has been 
one of the highlights of my scien-
tific work. I think in part because 
it was a really fun natural history 
discovery that we made by just 
being out in the Sonoran Desert 
in Baja California at night and 
being observant. We were trying to 

see if we could watch 
lesser long-nosed bats 
drinking cactus nectar 
and all of a sudden we 
noticed that the bats 
landing on the flowers 
had big ears and a tail 
membrane and were 
not hovering the way 
lesser long-nosed bats 
do. They were pallid 
bats! After that first 
awestruck night, we set 
up cameras and almost 
everywhere we went 
in the desert in Baja 
California, Mexico, we 
could watch pallid bats 
coming to drink cactus 
nectar at night. We now 
know they also eat the 
fruit of the cactus and 
we’ve observed them 
actually crawling inside 
the fruit husk to get a 
fruit snack.”

Since the pallid bat does not 
possess any morphologic adaptions 
for nectar eating (long tongue, 
long muzzle, etc.), it must plunge 
its whole head and torso into the 
flower to obtain the nectar. This 
results in more pollen attaching to 
its fur. Consequently, the bat will 
deliver more pollen to the stigmas 
per each visit, making it a more 
effective pollinator per flower visit 
than the lesser long-nosed bat (the 
primary pollinator of the cardon 
cactus). 

“Pallid bats are by far my favorite 
species of bat. The most obvious 
reason is that they are tough and 
can tackle and eat a scorpion but 
they also have this goofy side to 
their look and personality. I’ve 
worked with them a few times in a 
flight cage and they quickly show 
different personalities and get tame 
right away, which amazes me,” 
explains Frick. 

Pallid bats are gregarious and will 
roost in colonies between 20 and 
several hundred individuals. They 

typically roost in rock crevices, but 
they can also be found in attics, 
barns, caves and under bridges. The 
pallid bat will night-roost by locat-
ing a place that is warm from the 
latent heat of the day and eat prey 
caught while flying or swap social 
information with other members in 
the colony.

Females will form maternity col-
onies to raise their young together. 
These colonies are typically small, 
with populations around 20 or so 
individuals. Each mother will give 
birth to one pup in May or June and 
the pup will stay with the mother 
until it can fly—usually within five 
to six weeks. 

Though the pallid bat is common 
throughout most of its range,  
it is particularly 
sensitive to human 
disturbance of roost-
ing areas and foraging 
grounds. We must 
remember to tread 
lightly so that these 
remarkable bats  
can thrive.   

A tough bat who defies  
the rules 

     VIDEOS
Watch videos of the 
pallid bat eating a 
scorpion and foraging 
fruit from a cactus 
at batcon.org/
messyeater.

Pallid bat 
(Antrozous 
pallidus) on a 
cardon catus flower.
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Restoring
a desert jewel

By MICHELLE Z. DONAHUE
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The active floodplains of the Gila and Mimbres Rivers host one of the best hotspots of mammalian diversity in North America.

When Jennifer Douglass and Brian Myers bought 
their 40-acre riverfront farm near Silver City, 
New Mexico in 2008, dozens of potential buyers 
had already passed it by. 

For one, the farm was buried in trash between the hulk 
of a burned-out hoarder’s house that had taken firefighters 
three days to extinguish and scrap metal and other junk piled 
everywhere several feet deep. The rest had been stripped bare 
by free-ranging cattle. 

As artists who have long been involved in conservation 
efforts wherever they go, the pair saw the farm as a chance 
to restore some of the property’s original beauty and natural 
function, as well as turn it into an educational space for con-
servation in action.

 And though they bought the farm in part because of the 
Mimbres River frontage—a 91-mile river with its origins high 
in the Gila National Forest and which dives underground in 
the desert just north of the U.S.-Mexico border—the river’s 
fragility stared them full in the face after a recent short hike 
up a tall adjacent hillside. 

Observing the thin green thread of the Mimbres in a vast 
parched tapestry from 600 feet up helped the couple realize 
how tenuous, yet also resilient and central, the river is to the 
entire region. 

“There’s this tiny sliver of trees and water, and we said, ‘how 
does anything ever find this?’ It’s clear how precious the river 
is,” Douglass says. 

So when Dan Taylor, BCI’s Director of Public Lands, 
approached them with the opportunity to participate in a 
Mimbres River restoration project to benefit bats and other 
wildlife, they jumped at the opportunity. 

“Knowing how fragile river systems are in the desert 
Southwest, we had a perfect opportunity to help restore the 
Mimbres River,” Douglass says. “Underneath all the junk that 

Restoring
a desert jewel

ONE PIECE AT A TIME, BCI IS 
HELPING TO REVITALIZE NEW 
MEXICO’S MIMBRES RIVER

Usually lush and vibrant, the Mimbres 
River reflects more of its desert 
surroundings in the cold of winter.
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F E AT U R E More than 20 bat species are found in the region of the Mimbres River.

had been here, this incredible place has become 
a reality.” 

“In the Southwest, riparian habitat is so import-
ant because in a very dry environment the plant 
growth is at its most robust and diverse along the 
rivers,” Taylor says. “That diversity and abun-
dance of vegetation and water gives it the highest 
insect abundance on the landscape, so it’s the 
number one place for bats to forage.”

Bats drink on the 
wing, which requires 
pooled water, and the 
20 species that live 
in the Mimbres area 
rely on the springs 
and still pools that 
dot the river’s course. 
But it’s not just them; 
there are also 261 
species of birds and 
countless num-
bers of insect and 
amphibian species 
that rely on the river 
for survival, includ-
ing the endangered 
Chiricahua leopard 
frog, and the coun-
try’s only remaining 
population of  
Chihuahua chub,  
a critically threat-
ened fish.

Working in conjunction with the U.S. 
Forest Service and The Nature Conser-
vancy, which has been pursuing similar 
efforts on its own neighboring tracts 
of land, Taylor and private landowners 
including Douglass, Myers and longtime 
area resident Billy Lee have been laboring 
to bring sections of a 6-mile stretch of the 
river back to life. 

“If you think of all these separate nat-
ural areas as a necklace, as you take care 
of each one of the pearls on this string, 
it helps everything fill in and get pieced 
back together,” Taylor says. 

A Long, Slow Decline
The Mimbres runs through an area that’s 
been inhabited by humans for more than 
one thousand years. Over the last two 
centuries, it has been subject to intense 
farming and ranching activity. Irrigation 

ditches called acequias traverse the landscape, 
and dug-out earthen ponds referred to locally as 
“tanks” provide water for livestock, when they 
have water in them at all. 

Decades of drought, tree removal along the 
river banks, short-sighted flood-control schemes 
and damage by livestock have all contributed to 
making the river a shadow of its former self— 
it runs dry most years from May through June. 
In 2012, widespread fires in the Black Moun-
tains of the Gila National Forest caused washout 
flooding downstream when it finally did rain. 
With fewer trees to hold the banks along its 
course, the Mimbres’ raging torrents carried 
away more land than it once deposited along its 
wandering course. The water table around the 
river has dropped. 

Mining in the area has also negatively 
impacted habitats all around the Mimbres. In 
2013, BCI was awarded $158,000 of a $7 million 
payout from a mining spill lawsuit to fund the 
Mimbres River work, through a partnership 
between New Mexico environmental officials 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Billy Lee, owner of the Rafter-D-Bar Ranch 
along the river, whose family has lived in the 
vicinity of Silver City for the last 40 years, is also 
participating in BCI’s restoration efforts along 
the Mimbres.

The Lee family has long been closely con-
nected with the land—both he and his father 
were ranchers, outdoors outfitters and guides. 
But Lee retrained as a nurse after he said it 

A long-legged myotis, a common 
resident of western forest and 
woodlands, swoops in for a drink. 
Because they drink while in flight, 
bats must have still or slow moving 
water in order to drink. 

Brian Myers and Jennifer 
Douglass inspect the 
Cauldron Spring wetland 
pool, one of the spring-fed 
ponds restored by BCI after it 
was buried in sediment from 
fire-denuded land upstream. 
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In December 2016, BCI and partners completed the restoration of a mile stretch of the Mimbres River on National Forest land. This created 22 pools for bats and other wildlife.

became evident that the outdoor 
environment was suffering from 
too much human pressure. 

“There’s a famous quote that 
goes, ‘The worst thing to happen 
is for a good man to do nothing 
at all,’” Lee says. “We are able to 
control our own environment, and 
if we’re going to do that we need to be good  
stewards of what we have.” 

Last year, he and Taylor dug out his dry  
stock pond to install a liner to help the  
tank retain water. This year, there are more  
creatures hanging out around the pond than he  
can ever remember. Birds, bats, foxes, coyotes, 
elk and legions of endangered Chiricahua 
leopard frogs—they all come in to visit Lee’s 
restored pond. 

Slow and Steady Wins the Race
Encouraged by his long-time neighbor John 
York, a 40-year veteran of the New Mexico 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Lee 
had been working on his own to stabilize the 
river’s banks by planting coyote willows and 
cottonwoods, and installing riprap and erosion 
control fencing to help the river once again 
create the natural channels that slow the river’s 
flow and trap sediment as it washes down from 
the highlands. 

“We’ve had three 500-year floods in four years,” 
Lee said. “But with the fencing and the plantings, 
we’ve protected ourselves along the river for quite 
a ways now. There is a lot of conservation going 
on to make it come together—it’s not just one 
thing that will do it.” 

At Douglass’ and Myers’ Rio Milagro Farm, 
Taylor and retired Forest Service wetland resto-
ration specialist Tom Biebighauser devised a plan 

to clear out two springs near the river that had 
been choked with ash and sediment following the 
2012 fire, and create three new spring pools. The 
springs are again filled with leopard frogs and 
tadpoles. 

Taylor is also working with Forest Service 
personnel to plant more than 2,000 young willow 
trees along the Upper Mimbres where it exits the 
Gila National Forest. And on the Lower Mimbres, 
Taylor has been working with The Nature Conser-
vancy to remove invasive tree species including 
Siberian elm, to improve riparian bat foraging 
habitat on 36 acres of the Conservancy’s 228-acre 
preserve. 

For Douglass and Myers, one additional reward 
has been seeing the initial skepticism of their 
neighbors grow into curiosity and even interest. 

“We’re trying to change minds through action, 
but quietly and not screaming about it,” Douglass 
says. “Over the years, we’ve been able to connect 
with our neighbors, and some have become inter-
ested in doing their own restoration.” 

Lee, who is especially heartened to see bats fre-
quenting his pond after sharing a home with them 
elsewhere in the Mimbres Valley some decades 
earlier, says that he’ll continue working to build 
up the river again. After all, this year, the Mimbres 
didn’t run dry in the late spring. 

“It’s a way for us to be able to give back a bit of 
what we take,” he says. “I’m doing my little part in 
putting it back together.” 

“ We are able to control our own environment, 
and if we’re going to do that we need to be 
good stewards of what we have.”
— Billy Lee, owner of the Rafter-D-Bar Ranch

On the left is the old cattle 
tank (pond) on Billy Lee’s 
Rafter-D-Bar ranch, before 
restoration; dry, and covered 
in weeds. On the right is the 
pond after restoration, now 
an important water source 
for bats and other wildlife.   Ph
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WISH LIST
Help us 
conserve 
and restore 
precious bat 
habitat
You can help BCI 
identify and protect 
the next priority 
landscape in the 
U.S. by supporting 
essential habitat 
assessments. Help 
us raise $5,000 for 
geospatial mapping 
research to identify 
key landscapes, with 
high bat diversity, 
in need of habitat 
protection and 
advocacy. Identify-
ing these areas  
is the important  
first step towards 
greater protection 
of key bat  
biodiversity areas. 
To donate visit 
batcon.org/
landscape
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F E AT U R E

Think back, maybe way back, to a time when someone caught your 
fancy. How did you get their attention? Flowers, chocolates, the bor-
ing old usual? Well, if you’re a lady bat, it’s less about the stuff and 
more about the stink. And the song, and the show. For as little as is 

still known about bats, even less is known about their courtship behaviors; 
it’s only within the last 30 years that much has been documented at all. And 
what’s being discovered gets top marks for animal creativity. 

There’s the usual mix of mating between one male and multiple females, 
or many males and many females, and even monogamy. Bats are rarely 
directly observed mating in nature (unless you’re the unfortunate pair of 
eastern red bats photographed in copula in the Baltimore Ravens’ end zone 
this past August), but more and more, their peculiar and often multi-modal 
ways of attracting bedfellows are coming to light. 

Between mating at night and in places that are nearly impossible to 
access, much of what is known about bat mating is inferred, said Gary 
McCracken, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee-Knoxville. He’s been studying bats since the 1970s, and 
said that for many years, it was just assumed that bat mating happened at 
random.

“People would enter a cave and see these huge numbers of animals crawl-
ing all over themselves. It seems chaotic, but it turns out it’s anything but,” 
McCracken said. “They use a huge number of cues to evaluate and select 
mating partners. You’ve just got to be impressed.”

LoveWhen
 IS IN THE AIR—SHOW OFF

By MICHELLE Z. DONAHUE
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Male white-throated round-eared bats (Lophostoma silvicolum) attract mates by completely excavating a termite hill and offering themselves in the roommate agreement!

BATS USE A DIZZYING  
ARRAY OF TACTICS TO 
ATTRACT MATES. FROM  
THE REVOLTING TO  
THE REMARKABLE, 
COURTSHIP  
BEHAVIORS  
RUN THE  
GAMUT OF  
CREATIVITY.

Two Minor epauletted fruit 
bats mate (Epomophorus 
labiatus minor).
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F E AT U R E Male hammer-headed bats (Hypsignathus monstrosus) woo their mates by making loud honking noises! 

Teri Orr, a postdoctoral researcher at the 
University of Utah, said while it’s true many 
attention-grabbing strategies originate from the 
male side of the equation, and males typically 
contribute nothing but genetic material, females 
benefit. “They can basically sit back and let the 
best male win,” she said. 

Here are a handful of ways bats employ their 
unique biology and habitats to attract a mate. 

Some have a bit of a Broadway bent. 
Producing over 24,000 songs per night, the 
Eastern whippoorwill is like The Voice champion 
of the bird world. But, poor will indeed, New 
Zealand’s lesser short-tailed bat puts it to shame: 
in a six- or seven-hour period each night during 
the mating season, male Mystacina tuberculata 
crank out more than 100,000 songs. Every night. 
Take a breath! Males also congregate together in 
certain areas of the old-growth forests where they 
live and occupy special singing roosts night after 
night, which oftentimes consist of no more than 
a crack in a tree or branch. Females drawn by the 
males’ unrelenting sweeps, tones and trills enter 
the roost, do the deed and depart. What’s more, 
small groups of larger-bodied males often employ 
a “timeshare” method to get more overall visits 
from females by taking cooperative shifts at  
the roost. 

They build special houses  
for the ladies.
Male bowerbirds are famous for attracting mates 
by building enchanting huts of grass and straw and 
adorning them with bright bits. While tent-building 
bats can’t lay claim to quite the same decorating 
chops as their bird counterparts, India’s short-
nosed fruit bat (Cynopterus sphinx) does a fair job: 
males spend a month or more chewing away stems 
from within the thick foliage of plants like the 
mast tree, carving out an artificial cavity within the 
plant to attract a harem of females. Females seem 
to prefer deeper tents, perhaps because males can 
defend them more easily. Additionally, males have 
been observed spreading saliva around the tent’s 
opening, perhaps to deter other males or attract 
more females. 

They blend irresistible colognes. 
Central America’s greater sac-winged bats (Sac-
copteryx bilineata) may never achieve the same 
notoriety as elite Parisian parfumeurs, but don’t 
tell that to the females of the bunch. Named for 
the small pouches located along the upper edges 
of their wings, male sac-winged bats spend a 
fair amount of time each day during the mating 
season filling their sacs with a custom blend of 
urine and other bodily secretions. With a special 
hover-and-flap maneuver, they waft their scents 
toward potential mates. Each individual scent 
may relay specific information to females about 
the male’s health and social status, enabling the 
female to make an informed choice about the 
fitness of her suitor.

They show off some fancy fur. 
“Blind as a bat?” Perhaps not. While it seems 
counterintuitive for bats to use physical adorn-
ments to attract a mate, there’s good evidence 
that the males of several species of bats have 
specialized fur or other visual markers they 
use to turn heads. Minor epauletted fruit bats 
(Epomophorus labiatus minor), as well as sev-
eral other Old World fruit bats, have patches of 
light-colored fur on their shoulders that they 
display during courtship rituals. These tufts may 
also contain chemical signals to further entice 
females—which are also thought to contain 
signaling pheromones. Pteropus conspicillatus, 
the Australian spectacled flying fox, also employs 
the visually arresting tactic of smearing cranber-
ry-red secretions on their neck ruffs, though this 
is probably primarily for its arresting scent rather 
than its color.  
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Females 
seem to  
prefer 
deeper tents, 
perhaps 
because 
males can 
defend them 
more easily.

Minor epauletted fruit bats get their 
name from the gland-like pouches 
or “epaulettes” that appear on their 
shoulders when the male becomes 
stressed or sexually stimulated.
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Sheherazade Jayadi is a Master of Science student studying Wildlife 
Ecology and Conservation at the University of Florida, Gainesville. 
Growing up on the island of Sulawesi, Indonesia, Jayadi saw the 

beneficial impacts of the island’s flying foxes on the economically and cul-
turally important semi-wild durian plants. She recently received a Student 
Research Scholarship from BCI to further study this connection. We had 
the chance to sit down with Jayadi to learn more about her work. 

also want the people of 
Sulawesi to realize the 
importance of these 
bats to deter them 
from hunting them for 
bushmeat or disturbing 
their colonies. 

Bats: What is it like 
working with bats in 
the field? 
Jayadi: It is fun but 
also challenging. As a 
woman that works in 
the field and must go 
out in the middle of the 
night—it is sometimes 
strange. I get a lot of 
questions from local 
people that see me in 
the middle of the night 
and ask “what are you 
doing!?” A little girl in 
the middle of the forest, 
in the middle of the 
night, in the middle 
of nowhere, in the 
darkness, waiting for a 
bat? It was fun trying 
to explain research 
to them and how the 
research is important 
for the bats and for the 
local people. 

Bats: What is next? 
Jayadi: My research 
will be very 
significant in terms 
of providing much 
needed information 
about the bat ecology 
in Sulawesi—so 
I especially want 
to use and apply 
these results in 
conservation programs 
for flying foxes 
because in Sulawesi 

Bats: What do you 
hope to find with your 
research? 
Jayadi: I really hope 
that I can make a posi-
tive impact in terms of 
helping people become 
aware of the existence 
of the flying foxes. 
People in Sulawesi 
who live near a colony 

of flying foxes can 
see them every sunset 
or sunrise when they 
depart or return to 
their colony. I want 
people to see these 
bats and remember 
that they help maintain 
the forest and sup-
ply people with their 
favorite durian fruits. I 

they are hunted as 
bushmeat and there 
are no significant 
conservation programs 
to try to reduce this 
hunting. I want my 
results to be used 
in conservation and 
outreach programs. 

Bats: What is your 
advice to give to people 
who are interested in 
bats? 
Jayadi: My advice 
is—you’re not alone. 
Especially in Indonesia 
where bat researchers 
are very few. You 
should realize that 
there is a community 
in the world that is 
active, like BCI, who 
are there to help you, 
in capacity building 
and in funding 
research. So, if you’re 
interested in bats—
there is always a way 
to conduct research 
that interests you and 
helps bats. 

Opening eyes
How research can shine a light on the economic and  
cultural value of bats 

A long-tongued dawn fruit bat 
(Eonycteris spelaea) pollinates 
a durian flower.

WISH LIST
Small grants 
fuel big results
You can help 
fund the next 
generation of 
promising students 
and conservation-
ists by supporting 
BCI’s Small Grants 
Program. To donate 
visit batcon.org/
smallgrants
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Inspiring change

C H A N G E AG EN T S

The forests of Southeast Asia are rich with biodiver-
sity, and Dr. Pipat Soisook intends to uncover  
their secrets. Soisook is the Researcher and Cura-

tor of Mammals at the Natural History Museum of the 
Prince of Songkla University in Thailand, and a member 
of Southeast Asian Bat Conservation and Research  
Unit (SEABCRU). During the last several years, he has 

been involved in the naming of 10 taxa of bats— 
including six new species, three new subspecies, and 
one new genus, the false vampire bat (Eudiscoderma 
thongareeae). 

“You don’t see that every day, because in mammals, 
discovering a new genus is pretty rare. So it is big news 
for science,” Soisook explains.

From the front-line intersection of research and conservation in Southeast Asia

False vampire bat 
(Euthongareae 
thongareea)

field
notes

R E S E A RC H N E W S  
F RO M A RO U N D  

T H E G LO B E
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The false vampire bat’s name (Eudiscoderma thongareeae) honors Siriporn Thongaree, former head of the Halabala Wildlife Research Station where the bat was found.

Soisook and his colleagues hope 
that the uncovering of new taxa in 
Southeast Asia will lead to a greater 
understanding of bat diversity and 
evolution in the region. 

Bats face an uphill battle in 
Southeast Asia. The charismatic 
megafauna of the region—elephants 
or tigers—typically get most of the 
conservation attention, sadly leaving 
bats largely ignored. Beyond the 
rapid deforestation due to logging, 
agricultural expansion and the 
growth of human communities 
that impact many vanishing species 
across Southeast Asia, bats must 
also contend with people disturbing 
their cave roosts and hunting them 
for bushmeat. As such, the fate of 
many bat species in the region is 
directly linked to public awareness. 
Unfortunately, such awareness on 
the economic and ecological value 

of bats in the area is significantly 
lacking. 

By working with the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife Con-
servation in Thailand to train staff 
in proper field work techniques 
and collect data, Soisook and his 
colleagues hope to 
grow a national bat 
database to better 
educate the public 
about the immense 
ecological wealth 
that bats provide.

“We like to work 
with the top-level 
government agen-
cies in Thailand, but 
we know it is not 
really effective if we 
are not also working 
with the next gener-
ation of students in 

the university and local 
communities,”  
Soisook explains. 

“We bring under-
graduate students from 
our university to the 
field and train them 
about bats and [the 
benefits we get] from 
having them around 
us and what we can get 
back from them.”

In addition to  
working with govern-
ment organizations 
and the university,  
Soisook works with 
regional villages to 
educate them on the 
importance of healthy 
bat populations, 
thereby empowering 
people to make the 
best decisions for their 
communities. 

“We go down there 
and talk with people and provide 
them the basic information, so they 
can use that to defend their [own 
community] from development and 
any construction in the area. If we, 
the scientists, go to the office of the 
district and ask them to stop the 
[development] of limestone quarries, 
they don’t care. It’s the local commu-
nities that have the power.” 

Soisook and his colleagues are on 
the front lines at the intersection 

of research and 
conservation. He 
knows that there 
is much work to 
be done to expand 
his research and 
message for conser-
vation and hopes 
that the knowledge 
they obtain can 
inspire change that 
will ultimately ben-
efit bat species and 
local communities 
throughout South-
east Asia.

2016 Spallanzani award winner
Pipat Soisook received the Spallanzani Award at the 2016 North American 
Symposium on Bat Research hosted by Bat Conservation International in San 
Antonio, Texas. The Spallanzani Award recognizes individuals who exhibit meritorious 
recent accomplishments that promote bat research, education, and/or conservation 
programs in their country. In addition, the award assists individuals from developing 
countries to attend NASBR and present their work.

“ You don’t 
see that 
every day, 
because in 
mammals, 
discovering 
a new genus 
is pretty 
rare. So  
it is big  
news for 
science.”
— Pipat Soisook

Soisook uses educational materials to 
engage local communities with bat 
conservation in Thailand.

Bat conservation can be fun! Soisook 
with a bat education mascot. 

Ph
ot

o:
 P

ip
at

 S
oi

so
ok

Ph
ot

o:
 P

ip
at

 S
oi

so
ok



18 }bats Issue 1  2017

There are more than 750 corporate conservation programs certified by WHC in 48 states and 17 countries around the world.

Crafting a new standard 
In 2015, Bat Conser-
vation International 
and other stakeholders 
advised Wild life Hab-
itat Council (WHC) in 
the development of a 
standard by which bat 
conservation and other 
conservation activities 
can be recognized on 
corporate lands. The 
resultant accreditation, 
Conservation Certi-
fication, recognizes 
meaningful wildlife 
habitat management 
and conservation 
education programs 
through objective 
third-party evaluation.

“The bat conser-
vation challenge is 
so great. It is critical 
for corporations to 
continue to create 
meaningful conserva-
tion programs in order 
to meet our common 
goal of functioning 
ecosystems and a 
healthier planet,” said 
Margaret O’Gorman, 
President, WHC. “Con-
servation Certification 
strives to drive change 
over time, with a goal 
to facilitate growth 
in bat conservation 
projects and heighten 
awareness of the value 
of such activities.”

“Bat Conserva-
tion International is 
very pleased to see 
the Wildlife Habitat 
Council launch its new 

Conservation Certifi-
cation program,” said 
Dave Waldien, BCI’s 
Senior Director of 
Global Conservation. 
“As evidenced by the 
success of its previous 
certification programs, 
the new standard’s 
potential is great, as it 
can motivate the corpo-
rate sector to achieve 
significant bat conser-
vation and provide a 
mechanism to certify 
the achievements while 
recognizing exemplary 
projects.”

A third-party certi-
fication, such as WHC 
Conservation Certi-
fication, is invaluable 
for bat conservation. 
It represents a joint 
effort across many 
peers who come 
together to provide 
objective guidance for 
corporate efforts in 
wildlife conservation. 

field
notes

By COLLEEN BEATY, 
WILDLIFE HABITAT 

COUNCIL and 
KATIE JEPSON, BCI 

COMMUNICATIONS 
ASSOCIATE

A big brown bat roosting in a 
bat hibernaculum at Unimin 
Corporation’s Tunnel City site in 
Tomah, Wisconsin. The hibernaculum 
is protected by a bat gate designed 
with help from BCI.

Common target species to benefit 
from the WHC program include big 
brown bats, little brown bats and 
Indiana myotis (Myotis sodalis), 
shown here.
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Newly created Conservation Certification recognizes meaningful wildlife habitat 
management and conservation education programs
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As stated on WHC’s 
website (wildlifehc.org), 
“The new standard is 
built on best practices 
of global recognition 
programs, reflects 
contemporary con-
servation efforts and 
aligns the collective 
works of corporate 
conservation programs 
with the future of 
biodiversity across the 
globe.” WHC President 
Margaret O’Gorman 
discussed the new 
standard in a series  
of blog posts, stating 
that WHC Conser-
vation Certification 
provides applicants 

with “a consistent 
framework that col-
lects data across 25 
possible project units,” 
including projects for 
bats, “reporting the 
acts, the objectives, the 
people and the purpose 
of the project.”

Common projects 
submitted under the 
Bats Project cate-
gory include bat 
houses, protection 
and monitoring of 
bat hibernacula and 
bat-friendly plantings, 
and are associated 
with habitat types such 
as caves and mines, 
grasslands, deserts 
and forests. Although 

any bat species may 
be targeted, common 
target species include 
big brown bats, little 
brown bats and Indi-
ana bats. Individual 
projects are scored 
based on criteria such 
as appropriate project 
design and manage-
ment practices for the 
target species, monitor-
ing and evaluation of 
the project and align-
ment with regional 
conservation priorities. 
Currently, there are 
over 160 WHC-certi-
fied bat conservation 
programs managed by 
corporations around 
the world. 

In addition to 
recognition through 
Conservation Certi-
fication, exemplary 
projects in each of the 
themes were honored at 
the 2016 WHC Con-
servation Conference 
in Baltimore, Mary-
land, Nov. 2 and 3. To 
win the Bats Project 
Award, a project must 
be among the high-
est-scoring projects in 
the Bats theme, must 
demonstrate adequate 
monitoring of the tar-
geted bat species and at 
least one associated fac-
tor (e.g. food sources), 
and should evaluate the 
results of monitoring to 

develop next steps for 
the project. 

The 2016 Bats 
Project Award was 
awarded to DTE Ener-
gy’s Muskegon Service 
Center in Muskegon, 
Michigan, for its Bat 
House Project. The 
other two nominees 
for this award were 
the Bat Box Project 
at DTE Energy’s 
Belle River Mills 
Compressor Station 
in China, Michigan, 
and the Bat Houses 
project at Toyota 
Motor Engineering & 
Manufacturing North 
America, Inc.’s Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing, 
West Virginia Inc. in 
Buffalo, West Virginia.

MORE
For more information about WHC Conservation 
Certification, visit wildlifehc.org/get-certified or 
contact the WHC Conservation Certification team 
at conservationcertification@wildlifehc.org.

“ Bat Conservation International is very 
pleased to see the Wildlife Habitat Council 
launch its new Conservation Certification 
program.” —Dave Waldien, BCI Senior Director of Global Conservation

A big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus) 
has captured a beetle.

Ph
ot

o:
 M

er
lin

Tu
ttl

e.
or

g



20 }bats Issue 1  2017

M A K I N G A D I F F E R E N C E

Danielle Gustafson and  
Brad Klein*

Kimberley Hunt and David 
Williams

Katz Coffee
Andrew Kimmel and  
Suzanne Neumann

Michael J. Koski*
Catherine Kuhlman
Nicole Lake
Diane Lamb*
Deborah Lannigan Macara
Gary and Jamey McCracken
Matthew Michael and Maki Fife
David and Trinh Mitchell
Fran D. Moskovitz
Kent Purdy*
Philip Puschel
Jonathan and Joanne Rogoff
Anne Marie Scholer
Estate of Fern K. Shellhase
Kay Sibary and Buck Shaw*
Mary Simun
Ann C. Smith
Mary and Jason Smith*
Ann R. Stokes
Alice and Joanna Sturm
Donna A. Thalacker*
Jaimie Trautman*
Fred and Peggy Vroom
W.I.L.D. Foundation
Dani Walthall
Laurie L. West
Mary Dabney Wilson
The Lawrence and Sylvia Wong 
Foundation, Inc.

Brad Wuest
Beth Zelten*

Straw-Colored Fruit Bat
$500 – $999

Anonymous (1)
James and Marilyn Anderson
Andrew Baerst
Christopher W. Black*
Jane Bowman
Greg Brendel
Brian Brumit
Elizabeth Burdick Jones
Carole Burke
Brian Buttazoni
Deanna Byrnes
Tim Cliffe*
Glenn and Sharon Conant
Jean Darlington and  

Eduardo Marchena
Steven DeHart
Barbara Dickinson*
Drew Dupont
Lisa Feldstein
Carol Anne Freeman
Diana Gardener
Emily Gerner
Laura Glynn*
Bob Grattan
Ray Groover, Jr.
Mary Jasnowski*
Charles Jobes*
William J. Karwoski
Richard and Kathy Kimbrough
Sarah J. Kinney
Trista Kolb
A Kriauciunas
Ann Maria LaBella
Michael Laux
Jerry E. Leach
Robert and Nancy Ley
Scott and Joy Linn*
Susan Loesser
Vaughn C. Maley, Jr.*
Adrienne Mars
Dr. Charlea Massion, M.D.
Kevin McCarthy*
Karen McCarthy Eger
James McClure
Margaretha McGrail
David G. McKay*
Ruth Moore
Lawrence and Eileen Moyer*
Hadie Muller
Laura C. Murphy*
Beate Nolan
Ellen Petrick
Ann and Stephen Ramsey
Nancy Rieger
Gail Rosen and Jo Tyler
Rebecca Shapley
Sharon Solomon
Cheryl Stegmaier
Christopher Svara*
Charmaine Taylor
Glenn Taylor
Paula Thiede and Charles Martin*
Laura and Curtis Thurman*
Leonard and Joyce Tufts
Richard Vaughan*
Andrew and Christina Walker*
John M. Walker
Joe and Naomi Walston
Sally and Andy Wasowski

THANK YOU!
We offer our deepest  
gratitude to all BCI  

members and contributors  
who support the  

conservation  
of the world’s bats.

We thank these donors 
whose gifts were received  

in the four months  
between August 1, 2016  
and November 30, 2016.

*Monthly Sustaining  
Donors

Honduran White Bat 
$5,000 – $9,999 

Detroit Zoological Society
Horne Family Foundation
Dr. Lee W. Lenz, Ph.D.

MiriMiri
$1,500 – $4,999

Jane K. Brown
Stewart Corn
Nancy B. Dudley
Rebecca M. Harvey
Kathryn S. Head
George Jett and Gwen Brewer
Wanda C. John
Elysabeth Kleinhans
Ann Kneedler
George and Catherine Ledec
Andrew and Courtney Marcus
Don and Lois Porter
Kelly M. Ranson
Capt. and Mrs. Thomas M. Read
Peter and Sara Ribbens
Catherine Sachs
Rebecca C. Schad
Sandy and Dennis Simonson
Nicholas A. Skinner
Patricia G. Steves

Golden-Crowned Flying Fox
$1,000 – $1,499

Anonymous (1)
Michael Adami-Sampson*
Agents for Change Real Estate
Dr. Robin M. Anderson, D.V.M.
Michael S. Bodri
Howard and Penny Burt
Captain Jo A. Carlton, USN, Ret. 
and Major John I. McClurkin, 
USMC, Ret.

Zachary Dodson
Gale Epstein
H. Rugeley Ferguson
Gianluca Gera
Michael and Anne Germain
Virginia Giannini Hammerness

We thank these donors 
whose gifts were 

received in the  
12 months between 

December 1, 2015 and 
November 30, 2016.

$100,000 – $999,999
Anonymous (1)
Maltz Family Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Bailey Wildlife Foundation
The Brown Foundation, Inc. 
of Houston

EarthShare
Renewable NRG Systems
The Nature Conservancy
Woodtiger Fund

$10,000 – $49,999
Anonymous (1)
American Wind Energy 
Association

Austin Community Foundation
BAND Foundation
The Barkley Fund, LLC
The Berglund Family 
Foundation

Charles and Lael Chester
Coypu Foundation
Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund

Malcolm C. Damuth Foundation
David and Patricia Davidson
Disney Conservation Fund

Duke Energy
EarthShare of Texas
EDP Renewables North  
America LLC

Susan A. Fredericks
Dr. Cullen K. Geiselman
Estate of Morris Glaser
The Tim and Karen Hixon 
Foundation

Iberdrola Renewables
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature

Estate of Joseph Kujanik
Estate of Lois L. Layton
William N. Mayo
Leo Model Foundation, Inc.
Marie Morgan
National Geographic Society
The Neall Family Charitable 
Foundation

New Land Foundation
NextEra Energy Foundation, Inc.
Anne L. Pattee
Terry and Bill Pelster
Sandy and Cindy Read
Read Foundation
Beth Robertson
Catherine Sachs
SeaWorld & Busch Gardens 
Conservation Fund

Chester R. Sermak
Shared Earth Foundation
The White Pine Fund
Mohamed bin Zayed Species 
Conservation Fund
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Lee Weiskott*
Carol Eklund and Lewin Wickes
Christine Wilder
Daniel and Barbara Williams

Red Bat
$250 – $499

Anonymous (1)
AAZK Little Rock Chapter
Wendy and Dave Andrews
Anna M. Antonowich
Donna Y. Aragona*
Archie McPhee
JoEllen M. Arnold*
Penelope Ayers
Cindy Barbee*
John and Sue Bassett
John M. Bell*
Mike and Andrea Benco*
Bill and Charlotte Bialek*
J. H. Blenkle
Tina Blewett*
Thomas Bliffert
Brian Blower
Mike Boley
Daniel Boss*
Jerry Boxman*
Steve Brandon
Sherri and Robert Bray*
Douglas A. Bridwell*
Eleanor Briggs
John Brooke and Cheryl Teuton
Stuart and Fran Brooks
Gretchen Brummel*
Paul Beers and Michelle 
Buonocore

Susan Burkhardt
Brad Lancaster and  
Maureen Burns

Ambassador Patricia A. Butenis
Cassandra Butterworth
Pam Capito
Mrs. Thomas A. Cassilly
William and Janis Catalano*
Barbara Christensen
Cibolo Nature Center
Claudia Taylor Johnson  
High School

Ann Claycomb
John Clendenin
J. Mark Cline
David and Cindy Cochran
Alison A. Corcoran*
Dennis Cohn and Yvonne Cort
Tawny Corwin*

Charlotte W. Coiner
Barry Cooper
Ernest Copley, III
Cathy Burnell and  
Gerald Craddock

Ellen K. Crouch
Jean Daniels
Debra Davis*
Geoffrey P. Davis
John Dayton*
Bobby Deems*
Terri Upshaw and David Delegator
C. E. DePoe
Joshua Dey
Daniel Donovan
Evan Dudik
Frank Ehrhardt
Virginia G. Enrich
Kenneth Erickson
Rhys Evans*
Valeria Evans
Families in Nature
Elizabeth Fanning
Mary Anna and Fred Feitler
Edward A. Firestone
Bob and Karen Fisher
Benji and Ginda Fisher Charitable 
Fund

Barbara Flejter
James Gaddis
Joy Gaddy and Robert Rowe*
Alyssa Glass
Joe and Sharon Goldston
Robert Gont
Barry Gordon
David Graham
Bert Grantges*
Judith Gray
Donald and Barbara Grayson
Lynne and Gary Greene*
Steven L. Griffith
Dr. Donald Grose*
Adele Gunnarson*
Barbara Haight
Robin G. Hart*
Charles K. Hartshorne
John Hatchell
Matthew Hedman
Mary Dilling Herr*
Lee Holcomb*
Anne Holt*
Amy Hopkins
Susan Hopkins
Matthew Hunker*
Merrill Hunn*

Penny Hunt
Hutchinson Community 
Foundation

Diane Ichiyasu
Tom and Patsy Inglet*
Jazzmyn InIsis*
Susan C. Jacobson
Mary Ann Joca*
Andrea Jones and Doug Busch
Judy Jordan
Charles Keenan
April Keene*
Robert and Sally Kent
Kristy A. Kidd
Marilynn King*
Leslie Kline*
Brad Knight*
Robert Y. Kopf, Jr.
Richard Kunz and Laura Plath
Heather Labe
Vega A. Lalire
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lane*
Jeffrey and Anita Liebman
Dr. Robert Liebman
William Light*
Lee and Peter Lockwood
Kristen Loncich*
Dorrit Lowsen*
Christopher Lynch*
Daniel Magni
Mark Mahaffey
Howard and Lynne Markus
George McAleese
Randy McNatt*
Lisa McQuay
Matt McRae*
Dr. Shefali Mehta
A.C. and Erin K. Merola*
Walter Metzner
Matthew J. Mezydlo
Marcia Michaels*
Brian Michel and Jo Ann Herr
Kristie Miller
Mary C. Miller
Nicholas and Kristina Mistry
Lew and Laura Moorman
Mark Mulroy
James Murphy*
Dr. Colleen Murray
Laura Nathanson*
Dr. Carver Nebbe
Joyce M. Netto
Claire Oppenheim
Carol Overcash
Janea and John Pabst

Robert B. Paul
Gary Pellegrini*
Steven Peno
Dr. Karen Petersen
Jean Phillips*
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Piontkowski*
David Posner*
Anna and Susan Potterat
Lou Probst
Christine Proctor
Mary D. Quay
Nancy Radding
Patricia Reavy*
Gabriel Reyes*
Warren and Jayne Richmond*
Bertina Richter
Kathleen Roan*
Douglas and Kathleen Roberts
Steven B. Robertson
David Rosenstein*
Ron Rydarowicz
San Antonio Area Foundation
Diane Sanders*
Rhonda Sanders*
Eliza Savage
Claudette Saylor*
Stuart Schechter
Acmena Schmid
Steve and Mary Schneider*
Jan Schroeder*
Renee Schwartz*
Kent Severson
Emily Shaw*
Georgia Siegel*
Carla M. Skinder
Elaine A. Skrobacz*
Pamela Small

Elizabeth Smith
Miriam Smith
Beth Sousa
Thomas M. Spencer
Lydia Spitzer*
Jennifer Steele*
Brenda Stein
Lila C. Stevens
Tanya Sulikowski and  
Bruce Taterka

Paul Swift
Ann Taylor*
Bonnie B. Thevenin*
Gary J. Thornton*
Jack H. Tobias
Carol Todd
Nancy Tongren
Elizabeth Varnhagen
Leona Vik
Angela Wade*
Dr. Donald M. Waller
Claire Ward*
Ann Watson and Peter Cohen
Major Bruce A. Watson
Gregory Webb
Ruth L. Welch
Mary Wenzel
Cynthia S. Westerman
Rachel Wheeler
Don and Deb Whitler
Wildlife Artists Inc.
Richard Worden*
Derrick Wyatt
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Yates*
Bill Young
Cathleen S. Zepelin

Prefer to send a check? Please mail to:
Bat Conservation International 

P.O. Box 140434 
Austin, TX 78714-0434

UPDATES AND ADDITIONS
We have made every effort to make these lists 
complete. If you believe your name was left out 
in error, please call Sharon Sparlin, Major Gifts 
Manager, at 512-327-9721 ext. 460.

DONATE TODAY
To make a tax-deductible donation to BCI, 
simply visit batcon.org/donate. For a list of 
other ways to support bats and BCI, go to  
batcon.org/waystogive.
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COLORING
Download our clock-
work bat coloring 
page from batcon.
org/clockworkbat.

Many of our bats are insect-munching 
machines! Imagine how much fun it 
would be if you could make a robot bat. 

What kind of robot bat would you make? Would 
it be super-fast flyer like a Mexican free-tailed 
bat or would it be able to run on the ground 
like a vampire bat? 
Color our clockwork 
bat and share batty 
robot ideas and your 
coloring efforts with 
us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/
BatCon.

FO R T H E YO U N G                                     CO N S ERVAT I O N I S T

Kids can become Bat Squad! members and receive their favorite 
adopt-a-bat toy. There are five species to choose from. 
Visit batcon.org/batsquad.
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Art by Tallulah Cunningham www.melanippos.com

Instructions: Use markers for coloring. 
Crayons won’t work on the magazine paper.
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FO R T H E YO U N G                                     CO N S ERVAT I O N I S T

Listen, I know what you’re 
thinking when you hear the 
words, “Hey want to help 

bats?” You’re thinking, “How? I can’t 
help bats!” Well, unless you’re think-
ing of baseball bats, you can help 
the animal type of bats! Here’s how 
to start, ask an adult and Google 
this question:

HOW CAN I HELP BATS?

Oh boy, what an adventure I’ve been 
on from asking that question! There 
are lots of great websites to help you 
on your way to learning about bats. 
I learned everything I could about 
these flying fuzz balls. 

It all started with watching bat 
biologists catch bats. First, I learned 
what makes bats awesome! Fun 
fact, they can play a batty version of 
Marco Polo with insects! 

Then I found out our bats were in 
trouble, and not a lot of my friends 

knew anything about it. So, I started 
helping out at bat education events 
teaching other kids what bat biol-
ogists do and how our bats are in 
trouble. I got asked by other kids how 
they could help. I didn’t have a great 
answer so I asked adults for help to 
find the answer! 

I learned about bat houses and 
how to set them up. I learned about 
which flowers to plant for pollinator 
bats. I learned to put more lights on 
my back porch for insects, making 
it a bat buffet. I learned a whole lot 
more about bats just by asking that 
one question.

Then I heard about a really cool 
event held last year called Pulling 
for Bats. It was a gathering where a 
bunch of people came to pull and 
cut invasive plants so native plants 
can grow and attract the insects that 
depend on native plants, which is 
good news for bats! The event was 
being done all over the country, but 

By LOGAN CARTER

not where I lived in Indiana. So I 
asked more adults for help. I had a 
meeting with a local organization 
called Red-Tail Land Conservancy, 
who knew nothing about the Pulling 
for Bats event. When they heard 
about my idea about doing an event 
near my home, they said, “Let’s do it!” 
I got more people interested in bats 
by hosting the bat event. The event 
had a huge turn out! It all happened 
because I asked that one question:

HOW CAN I HELP BATS?

Now look at me! I’m part of the Bat 
Squad! This could be you! Show 
how much you care about our bats, 
ask questions, learn about bats, 
ask adults to help and join the Bat 
Squad! Being a member has shown 
me many exciting ways to help bats, 
things I NEVER knew we kids could 
do! Please join us and become a Bat 
Squad member!

“ I learned to 
put more 
lights on 
my back 
porch for 
insects, 
making it a 
bat buffet.” 
—Logan Carter
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A DV E R T I S E R S H OWC A S E

Join the Squad!
Become a Bat Squad member!

New Bat Squad members receive: 
•  Your choice of plushie bat & 

species profile
• A membership certificate
• Bats magazine subscription 
• Bat stickers 
• I Love Bats tattoos 

Visit:
batcon.org/batsquad

Only $40!

10% off
bat city blend
on our website
katzcoffee.com
use coupon code:
KATZFORBATS

EMBRACE YOUR  
NOCTURNAL NATURE

                           Shop to support bat conservation

Visit batgoods.com to find hundreds of batty  
items — jewelry, clothing, books and much more!
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Soon, everyone can become bat enthusiasts.

On March 6th, Wildlife Acoustics will introduce the second generation Echo Meter Touch hand-held bat detector.

wildlifeacoustics.com/two
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