
THE ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION OF THE CRITICALLY ENDANGERED CHRISTMAS ISLAND FLYING-
FOX 

The Hawkesbury Institute for the Environment (HIE) at the 
University of Western Sydney, Australia, is seeking a PhD 
candidate to work on a project on the ecology and conservation 
of the Critically Endangered Christmas Island flying-fox (CIFF). 
  
The PhD candidate’s work will be part of a comprehensive 
program that is currently being developed under the auspices of 
the HIE, Christmas Island National Park (CINP), and Taronga 
Conservation Society Australia (TCSA). The main objectives of 
the program are to assess and combat the CIFF’s apparent 
decline.   
 
The PhD candidate will be supervised by Dr Justin Welbergen 
(HIE), together with Dr David Westcott (CSIRO, Atherton), Dr 
John Martin (Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney), and/or Dr Karrie 
Rose (Taronga). The successful applicant is anticipated to 
commence work in late 2014 or first semester 2015. 
 
ABOUT THE PROJECT 
 
The current status of the CIFF is of great concern. In January 
2014 the species was listed as Critically Endangered by the 
Commonwealth Scientific Committee. The key criterion for this 
listing was a population decline greater than 30% over three 
generations. 
 
The Commonwealth Scientific Committee identified the following 
two important research priorities for understanding and 
reversing this decline: 
 
1.  Accurate assessment of the population size, distribution, and 
roosting and foraging requirements of the species 
2.  Determination of the relative impacts of threatening 
processes, particularly those from habitat alteration, predation 
and competition from invasive species, and potential threats and 
risks from chemical toxins 
 
The student will conduct ecological and behavioural research to 
support and meet these two priorities, and contribute to the 
development of a species recovery plan designed to conserve 
Christmas Island’s last native mammal. 

WHAT DOES THE SCHOLARSHIP PROVIDE? 
 
» Domestic students will receive a tax free stipend of $30,392 
per annum, and a funded place in the doctoral degree. 
» International students will receive a tax free stipend of 
$30,392 per annum. Those with a strong track record may 
receive an International Student Fee waiver. 
» This will potentially be supplemented by a further top-up from 
CSIRO. Funding is available for project costs and conference 
travel. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The successful applicant should: 
» hold qualifications and experience equal to an Australian 
First Class Bachelor Honours degree 
» demonstrate excellent academic performance in 
(behavioural) ecology, conservation, or related discipline 
» be enthusiastic and highly motivated to undertake further 
study at an advanced level 
» be capable to work at remote locations, for protracted periods 
of time, under sometimes difficult conditions 
» be able to work as part of a team of national and international 
researchers and government staff 
 
Knowledge of and experience with flying-foxes would be a 
distinct advantage, as would be a track record of publications. 
International applicants must also demonstrate a high level of 
proficiency in the English language (please refer to the English 
language requirements at www.uws.edu.au/international/
admissions/english_language_requirement 
 
HOW TO APPLY 
 
» Applicants can discuss their eligibility and interests with Dr 
Justin Welbergen (j.welbergen@uws.edu.au) 
» Contact the Office of Research Services to discuss 
enrolment and scholarships at hdrscholarships@uws.edu.au 
» Submit an application form and CV (including two 
referees) by 31 October 2014. Include a one-page outline of 
how your training, experience and vision will fit with the project. 
Download application: www.uws.edu.au/research/scholarships 
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