
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Nature Conservancy and  

Bat Conservation International  
 

Request for Proposals for White-nose Syndrome Research 
 

Bat Conservation, International and The Nature Conservancy are committed to supporting solution-

oriented research that reduces or slows the spread and/or effects of White-nose Syndrome and the 

fungus that causes it, Pseudogymnoascus destructans. As such, we are pleased to announce the availability 

of funding for research projects that identify mechanisms to control the fungal disease White-nose 
Syndrome and its causative agent. This opportunity is available to all state and federal personnel, non-

governmental organizations, universities, and private or independent researchers. 

 
Award Information 

Grants of up to $50,000 are available for high priority research projects.  Preference will be given to 

proposals that use this funding as leverage against other funding sources.  Proposals will be accepted 

between 8:00 am CDT on Friday May 20, 2016 and 5:00 pm CDT on Monday June 20, 2016. 

Submissions after this time will not be considered. Recipients will be notified by July 29, 2016. 

 
2016 Research Priorities 

Through this Request for Proposals, we will support projects that identify, develop and test tools to 

control the fungus, P. destructans, including, but not limited to: 

 
1. Short-term control mechanisms such as biological controls, which include, but are not limited 

to bacteria or fungi, that are parasitic, antagonistic and/or are capable of reducing, inhibiting, or 

preventing the growth and/or establishment of P. destructans. 

2. Long-term control mechanisms, which include but are not limited to vaccines or gene 

silencing mechanisms that reduce and/or eliminate the colonization of P. destructans and 
reduce or eliminate fatalities from WNS. 

3. The field testing of individual or multiple treatment options on the leading edge of the WNS 

disease front.   

 
Projects that propose alternative methods to control the fungus P. destructans, but are not described 

above, will also be considered. BCI and TNC are interested in supporting any work that reduces the 

spread, virulence and pathogenicity of this fungus and want to support treatment trials on the leading 

edge of the disease front. 

 
Applicant Requirements 

This announcement is open to all researchers, domestic and international, from state and federal 

agencies, university researchers, and non-profit entities.  Failure to comply with the following 

requirements will preclude proposals from consideration and eligibility.  Projects must be 
completed within 2 years of notification of funding. 

 



Prior to the submission of a proposal, all applicants must contact all cooperating partners, including State 

natural resource agency personnel, federal biologists and resource managers, and relevant local 

landowners, to discuss the proposed project and ensure that the work can be conducted if funded (e.g., 

necessary samples can be collected, required permits can be obtained, etc.). Affirmation of support of all 

partners must be provided, including a letter of support from state wildlife agencies for field trials. The 

application must identify any state or federal support that will be required to conduct field work, collect 

data, or interpret results.  All participants of funded projects must procure all necessary state, federal, 

and local permits, as well as landowner permission, prior to project initiation. 

 
Proposal Requirements and Submission Format 

Proposals must be submitted through BCI’s WNS Research Grants submission page: 

http://www.batcon.org/our-work/regions/usa-canada/address-serious-threats/wns-intro/wns-research-
grants 
The system will only accept submissions between 8:00 am CDT on Friday May 20, 2016 and 5:00 pm 
CDT on Monday June 20, 2016.  All submitted materials must be in English. Only applications 
submitted through BCI’s online system will be accepted (no email or paper submissions). 
 
Proposals must include the following sections: 

 
1. Executive summary:  A summary of the proposed project that outlines objectives, 
conservation impact, partnerships, and the total budget, broken down by year.  Not to exceed 

500 characters. 

2.   Introduction:  A brief summary to include objectives including hypotheses, anticipated 

products, and how the project directly addresses one or more of the above priorities.  Do not 

include a history of the disease White-nose Syndrome.  Not to exceed 2500 characters. 

3.   Methods:  A detailed description of the target species and all trapping, handling, treatment, 

disturbance and/or euthanasia practices, lab methodology, statistical analyses and confirmation of all 
necessary trapping and holding permits.  Not to exceed 5000 characters. 

4.   Anticipated Results and Conservation Impact:  A discussion of potential outcomes based 

on hypotheses tested and a description of direct implications for disease management, the relation of 

the project to existing research and response efforts, and implications to the WNS investigation if this 

project is not funded.  Clearly specify how this project will slow the spread of WNS or reduce the 

impacts from WNS.  Not to exceed 5000 characters. 
5.   Timetable:  Provide a 2 year timetable for the project, including dates of field work, data 

analysis, interim and final report dates, and potential publication of results.   

6.   Principal Investigator Qualifications Statement:  A one paragraph statement detailing the 

qualifications of the Principal Investigator.  Not to exceed 500 characters. 

7.   Curriculum Vitae:  A 2 page CV of the PI. 

8.   Partners List:  Provide a list of all project partners, including names, titles, affiliations and roles 
on the research team. 

9.    Literature Cited:  Include a full list of literature cited in the proposal.  Not to exceed 5000 

characters 

10.  Total Cost of Project:  Identify the full cost of the project, including contributions and match. 

11.  Amount Requested:  Identify the dollar amount requested in this proposal, up to $50,000.00 

12.  Detailed Budget:  BCI and TNC limit indirect costs to 15%.  Provide a justified budget, 
including breakdowns by year and contributor, as well as the amount and source of any matching 

funds and partner contributions.  Preference will be given to projects that provide matching funds.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.batcon.org/our-work/regions/usa-canada/address-serious-threats/wns-intro/wns-research-grants
http://www.batcon.org/our-work/regions/usa-canada/address-serious-threats/wns-intro/wns-research-grants

