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Progress Report from Costa Rica

Thanks to the initiative of Costa Rica�s National Museum and biologists Bernal
Rodríguez-H (far right) and Richard La Val (next to Rodríguez-H), Costa Rican
conservationists are learning to teach others about bats. The infamy of vampire bats,
common to this region, has made most citizens want to see all bats destroyed. Realizing
that national parks and other protected areas offer the best opportunity to educate the
public, the National Museum has recently sponsored two weekend bat workshops for park
naturalists and preserve caretakers, and encouraging results are already in. Environmental
educators report that bat lessons now constitute a significant and popular portion of their
nature presentations. In Santa Rosa National Park, a colony of Peters� sac-winged bats
(Balantiopteryx plicata) living in the park museum are now protected, as is the park�s
Sendero Cave, home to a colony of this same species and four others.

 

All articles in this issue:
On the Cover
Backyard Bats
Vacation Bat Watching in the Tropics
Members in Action: Harry Harnish
BCI Highlights
Mark Your Calendar for Members' Nights at Bracken Cave
Progress Report from Costa Rica
Wish List
Volunteers Needed - Coconino National Forest, Arizona
Conservation by E-mail
Summer 2000 Workshops


